TIMMY’S IN THE WELL: The Jon Provost Story

By Jon Provost and Laurie Jacobson
This Fall, 2007 marks the 50th anniversary of Jon Provost’s debut as Timmy on “Lassie.”
A dog barks. "What's that, girl? Timmy's in the well?" Whenever people hear this catchphrase, they know it's about Timmy and Lassie, the world's favorite boy-and-his-dog team.
Timmy’s in the Well -- the fascinating story of Jon Provost -- provides a real insider’s view of Hollywood and the low-down on one of television’s most endearing shows, while shining a hard light on the effects of fame on a typical American family. Just 7 years old when he began his 7-year stint as Timmy, Jon was already a seasoned professional, having appeared in 10 films and TV shows with stars like: Grace Kelly, Bing Crosby, Jane Wyman, William Holden. Yet, while Jon portrays part of Lassie’s idyllic television family, he and his own family are deeply and irrevocably changed as a result of his skyrocketing fame. Both Hollywood and NY critics named him the top kid movie actor of 1958, yet he could barely read, hardly knew his siblings and had few friends under the age of 35.

The exciting and chaotic life of TV’s first child superstar is told against the backdrop of ‘50s and ‘60s Hollywood: the collapse of the studio system, the burgeoning industry of television, rock and roll, the Sunset Strip and a life as far from his TV farm as Jon could get. 

At 20 and on the verge of being swallowed up by Hollywood, Provost escaped to Northern California, only to learn that a “normal” life was not possible. Unable to fit in, unprepared to make a living, he was gripped by depression and fell into a well deeper and darker than any he’d ever known with his TV companion. But he found his way out of that well -- on his own and without the dog.

Jon’s story is populated with some of the biggest names of the day: Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Kim Novak, Lucille Ball, Anita Eckberg, Rod Steiger, Natalie Wood, Sal Mineo, Sidney Pollack, Kurt Russell, Elvis, Dino Martin, Davy Jones, Roddy McDowall, Tommy Rettig, Mr. Ed and dozens of kid stars like: Jay North and Jeanne Russell (Dennis the Menace), Keith Thibodeaux (I Love Lucy), David Cassidy (The Partridge Family), Davy Jones (The Monkees), Paul Petersen (The Donna Reed Show), Stanley Livingston (My Three Sons), Mary Badham (To Kill a Mockingbird) and, of course, Lassie.

Jon would love to celebrate this momentous anniversary with you. Also available to join him are:

Laddie, the 9th generation of the original MGM star dog Lassie, and Robert Weatherwax, son of the original owner and trainer.  June Lockhart, award-winning actress and Jon’s TV mother for 6 years. They have been lifelong friends. Paul Petersen, former child star and teen heart throb. Paul watched many of his peers struggling after fame; some even died.  He formed A Minor Consideration, a non-profit to help working children. Paul has gotten laws changed both in Sacramento and D.C., a tireless advocate. His stories are eye-opening and will explain the out of control behavior of today’s stars. Laurie Jacobson is Jon Provost’s co-author and his wife.  Laurie has written books and TV specials about Hollywood and has appeared as an expert on countless shows.
